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Lerone Bennett, Jr. and to such pub-
lishing standards as the New Ebony 
Cookbook. For those who would like to 
know more about the life and work of 
John H. Johnson, they also published 
his autobiography, Succeeding Against 
the Odds. 

The Johnson Publishing empire also 
encompasses Fashion Fair Cosmetics 
and Supreme Beauty Products, headed 
by Mrs. Eunice Johnson. The Ebony 
Fashion Fair is the world’s largest 
traveling fashion show and raises 
money for scholarships and charities in 
the United States and Canada. 

John H. Johnson has received the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the 
Spingarn Medal, the Horatio Alger 
Award, the USC Journalism Alumni 
Association Distinguished Achieve-
ment Award, the Black Journalists’ 
Lifetime Achievement Award and 
countless other awards and recogni-
tions. 

Awards are nice, but I suspect that 
Mr. Johnson takes the greatest pleas-
ure in watching as his daughter, Linda 
Johnson Rice, joins him in managing 
Johnson Publishing as its president 
and chief operating officer. 

Mr. Speaker, John H. Johnson’s 
dream has profoundly influenced Amer-
ica and its people. We are all impacted 
for the better by his vision and his im-
plementation of that first of our great 
freedoms, the freedom of speech and 
freedom of the press. 

On September 26, Howard University 
will be holding its 136th opening con-
vocation and will celebrate the accom-
plishments of communications pioneer 
John H. Johnson. In January, Mr. 
Johnson made a $4 million contribu-
tion to the School of Communication 
at Howard, which will be renamed in 
his honor. Mr. Johnson, a firm believer 
in education, is a great contributor to 
the United Negro College Fund and 
many other charities. 

Mr. Speaker, John H. Johnson may 
truly be said to be one of America’s 
greatest living treasures. I congratu-
late him and his family for their con-
tributions to America.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING 
POINTS OF ORDER AGAINST CON-
FERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2555, 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2004 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, from 
the Committee on Rules, submitted a 
privileged report (Rept. No. 108–281) on 
the resolution (H. Res. 374) waiving 
points of order against the conference 
report to accompany the bill (H.R. 2555) 

making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2004, and 
for other purposes, which was referred 
to the House Calendar and ordered to 
be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2557, WATER RESOURCES DE-
VELOPMENT ACT OF 2003 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, from 
the Committee on Rules, submitted a 
privileged report (Rept. No. 108–282) on 
the resolution (H. Res. 375) providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2557) 
to provide for the conservation and de-
velopment of water and related re-
sources, to authorize the Secretary of 
the Army to construct various projects 
for improvements to rivers and harbors 
of the United States, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

f 

b 2015 

NOT ALL DOOM AND GLOOM IN 
IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MURPHY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 2003, the 
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. KEN-
NEDY) is recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, this last Sunday in the Min-
neapolis Star Tribune on the front page 
of the opinion section was a picture in 
Iraq, and above this picture it says, 
‘‘Look at this picture. What do you 
see?’’ And then it lists a couple of 
counterpoints, including one from my-
self. If you look at the picture, you see 
a market in Mosul, and you see some 
fruits up front, you see some women 
dressed in clean, neat clothes. You see 
a market with the shelves full, and you 
see a U.S. soldier from the 101st Air-
borne watching over that market and 
making sure that it stays secure. 

Some in this Chamber have expressed 
doom and gloom as to what they see. 
As we listen to the articles in the paper 
and the TV and the radio, too often we 
hear that saying, doom and gloom. But 
there is a different picture that I am 
going to try to, with several of my col-
leagues, bring out today. Those who 
have been to Iraq, as I have, and many 
of my colleagues, have seen a different 
picture. There are two sides to this 
story, and I would argue that the story 
of advancement, of progress, of moving 
towards a democracy and an open gov-
ernment, an open economy, is the more 
accurate picture. 

I was challenged recently by someone 
back home in Minnesota who said, 
Mark, why is not anybody else saying 
anything positive about Iraq? And my 
answer would be, well, I am not sure 
that anybody is reaching beyond some 
of the press they are getting, because 
not everybody is going to Iraq, not ev-
erybody is looking at other sources. 

Mr. Speaker, it was Thomas Jefferson 
who said that you would be better edu-
cated if you read nothing than if you 
read nothing but papers, newspapers, 
and that is, unfortunately, the case in 
this situation. 

Mr. Speaker, the press does a better 
job of reporting crashes than landings. 
We are certainly having great report-
ing of the crashes, but the landings and 
the progress that we have seen, with 
progress towards quality of life, 
progress towards getting Iraqis gov-
erning themselves, and progress to-
wards more stability, more freedom in 
a country that is very diverse and has 
great potential is something that we 
are going to try to bring out here 
today. 

As I mentioned, I will have several 
folks joining me, and I would, first of 
all, like to welcome the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) for some 
comments that he has. 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Minnesota. The 
gentleman has actually been to Iraq, 
he has been to Baghdad, and he has 
seen on the ground many of these 
things of which we are speaking about 
tonight. As the gentleman points out, 
we are not really getting, if you rely 
just on 24-hour news and the news-
papers and coverage, we are not really 
getting the whole picture, the full pic-
ture. I am glad that the gentleman was 
part of a group that recently was in 
Iraq who could see for themselves and 
understand that, as he points out, how 
much progress is being made. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a lot of discus-
sion, of course, about where the weap-
ons of mass destruction are, where is 
Saddam Hussein, and, of course, we 
want answers to those questions. But 
what the public needs to understand is 
that progress is definitely being made. 
Nobody denies the existence of Saddam 
Hussein, and I think we will ultimately 
find him. But let me just point out a 
little bit of information that I think is 
important on this issue. 

The Iraq Survey Group is tasked with 
the search for the weapons of mass de-
struction. The ISG has between 600 and 
800 personnel in Iraq and is headed by 
former U.N. inspector David Kay. The 
Iraq Survey Group’s highest priority is 
the hunt for weapons of mass destruc-
tion. They have formed quick reaction 
teams to explore sites indicated by in-
telligence. The Coalition Provision Au-
thority has actually offered a reward of 
up to $25 million for the capture of 
Saddam Hussein. And, of course, this 
same type of incentive is what led to 
the finding and the killing of Uday and 
Qusay. 

So a lot of progress is being made. We 
have the inspectors on the ground, and 
we are following up on every lead. This 
is just one of the things that I wanted 
to point out, and the gentleman from 
Minnesota, of course, knows that be-
cause he has been there and he has seen 
it. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, one of the first things I did 
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